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INTERACTIVE NEWSLETTER-2020 

EDITORIAL 

At long last, our newsletter has a name; KALEIDOSCOPE. How do you like it? And 

the description: ‘interactive’?  Your teachers have answered the question, “Why 

Kaleidoscope”? But why interactive? That is because we want you to interact with 

us; we want to hear from you. Interact with us in person, in writing, over the phone 

or on whatsapp. There is a lot we would like to hear from you about: your English 

course, syllabus, how we teach and how much you learn - anything academic is ok. 

Tell us what the English department ought to be doing differently. Anything more? 

Anything else? Something that you want to do under the department’s aegis?                                                     

We are all ears. 

In this issue we have write-ups on a variety of topics. Read them critically and 

interact with us. 

Our English teacher once told us that the secret of readable writing is to ‘keep it 

short and simple’ (KISS). No, I won’t embark on a lecture on writing. I thought I 

should share with you George Orwell’s rules for writing.  Here we go: 

Rule 1. Never use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech which you are used 

to seeing in print. 

Rule 2. Never use a long word where a short one will do. 

Rule 3. If it is possible to cut a word out, cut it out. 

Rule 4. Never use the passive where you can use the active. 

The next number of our newsletter in on the anvil: we look forward to your write-

ups. 

  Happy reading, friends!! 

http://www.sfgc.ac.in/
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VISION: 

To Develop students’ communicative and leadership skills  

MISSION: 

Through the study of English language and literature, to instil in students 

the global perspective. 

OBJECTIVES / GOALS:  

 To make the learning of English an enjoyable experience. 

 To enhance the communicative competence of students 

 To encourage the creative and critical acumen of students. 

WHY KALEIDOSCOPE? 

THE TEACHING STAFF of your English Department - unanimously - 

selected this name. In their words: 

We have selected this name because transformation or change is 

synonymous with growth. Growth always assists us to have a better version 

of ourselves. ‘Kaleidoscope’ suggests a multifarious, constantly changing 

pattern. This change ignites blooming writers to produce pieces of art. Art 

represents life at its best. Thus the kaleidoscopic nature of art will always 

help in the vital process of evolution of creativity which will add crowns to 

our newsletter. 

WELL DONE, INDIAN OLYMPIANS  - Saira  Banu K, Sem 4, BCA 

The Olympic Games is the biggest sporting event in the world. An event 

which has taken place 2700 years. They are held every four years in 

different countries each time. The first Olympics were held in Olympia in 

Greece. The Tokyo Olympics started on July 23, 2021 after being postponed 

and rescheduled due to Covid-19 pandemic. Indian Olympians did 

remarkably well in Tokyo. Neeraj Chopra won the gold in Javelinthrow. P V 
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Sindhu got bronze in badminton. Bhavani Devi did well in fencing. Bajrang 

Punia won bronze in weightlifting. 

‘Health is wealth’ is an old saying. Games are very essential for good 

health. 

BUY WITHOUT CASH  - Sathish, Sem 4, B.Com 

Buy without cash, sell digitally - - this is the new economic mantra. In 

November 2016, 500 and 1000 rupee notes were demonetized. Since then, 

we transact digitally without the use of cash. But then came the pandemic. 

Many people hoarded cash. Of course, people all over the world did it. 

Currency circulation increased: blame it on Covid-19! We need to return to 

the cashless economy. But there are some challenges: many have no bank 

account; many others don’t have app-supporting mobile devices. The 

Government needs to step in to set it all right. 

NAVIGATING ONLINE: PROS AND CONS - Hans Jeremiah and Yogendra 

Patel, Sem 4, BSc (BBG) 

March 23, 2020: India was locked down to curb the onslaught of Covid 19. 

Result: no classes in schools and colleges. For many children this meant 

goodbye to education and welcome to child labour. Then came online classes 

– good for those who could afford smartphones and wifi .But many learners 

could hardly sit for long and focus on a screen. Many went to sleep. Some 

others suffered domestic abuse. Imagine the havoc in a household of many 

children and only one device. And the students of STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) were deprived of proactive 

learning experience. Many online learners developed eye-problems. 

Online learning cannot offer face-to-face human interaction which is key to 

personality development. For small children, online classes require 

discipline and practice and interventions by parents. 

This is the age of technology. So online classes are welcome. But old style 

physical classrooms have many advantages. 

PANDEMIC BLUES (AND HOW TO GET OVER THEM!) -  A.Shambhavi, 

Sem 4, BCom 

From Wuhan in China, Covid 19 spread across the world. Many are the 

symptoms of this virus attack: headache, loss of smell and taste, nasal 

congestion, cough, muscle pain, fever ....well, here is Corona’s plenty! 

Economic pains came in the wake of Corona in large measures. Many 

migrant labourers lost their jobs. Sadly, there were suicides aggravated by 

mental health issues. Thanks to quarantine and social distancing, lifestyle 
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changes set in. Many children lost their parents to Covid 19. There were 

many child marriages and other forms of abuse and exploitation. 

We need to do everything: follow the guidelines to prevent the further spread 

of Covid 19. 

NEWS - MANYFESTO 

Across the academic year 2019 -2020, the Department of English held a 

number of events, under the banner of MANYFESTO, the literary fest. They 

were: Newspaper reading - - caption writing - - translation -- quiz  --  

collage. Many of you responded. Hope many more will compete next time. 

THE JOB I DIDN’T GET    - Prof. P V Mathew 

(A stroll down memory lane: I wrote this piece for an assignment in the Use 

of English course of the Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching English of the 

English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad, in 1993. My tutor 

commented on it: Congratulations! You have really produced a piece of 

prose writing that is original, fresh and vivid in style.) 

Having never worked at it, I can’t write about the job I didn’t get. I do not 

know much about the job which I never got. Besides, there were many jobs 

which I wanted but never got. I can remember at various stages of life 

longing to drive a train, a steamroller, pilot an airplane, land on the moon, 

and be a traffic policeman. Not knowing about them was why I didn’t get any 

of them.  

There is another job, though, which I didn’t get -  but wanted it very much -  

and that was the career of an editorial assistant.  But the way I am at pains 

now to write on the job I didn’t get is enough to tell me that that wasn’t the 

vocation for me, either. Being on an editorial board, I suppose, would mean 

producing write-ups at short notice. And here I’m, struggling to write 

original prose in fresh language. Writer’s block and struggle with words. You 

know what I mean.  And I’m now convinced that the job I didn’t get was the 

job I didn’t deserve to get. 

But I presume to know about the job I DID get. This occupation has no 

deadlines staring at me.  And it means mostly talking. For failed writers 

there is nothing like a teaching career. A teacher never has to write, and if 

ever one does, it is on the cheque. And never having written anything, the 

teacher can pass judgment over others’ writing. That is the language 

teacher’s privilege. 

***** 
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